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The R & C, ever on the alert for what will please the customers, gives you 
this week a big moment in the lives of our own Annarose Benedetto (Benny to you) 
and (then) Pfc., now Sergeant, Edwin Liberg, Ordnance Corps. Benny came to this 
hospital August 50, 1937, a little girl just out of high school, and from that 
day on has been a highly competent medical stenographer in the X-ray department. 
She up and got married on uw September 11, 1945, and while they will soon be cele- 
brating their first amiversary, your editor opines that a couple of the popularity 
these youngsters have, is news any time. Sergeant Liberg has been at Aberdeen, 
Md., for the past year, but has recently received orders to go elsewhere. Pending 
that time when people like this can go to house-keeping, Benny is still with us. 
This is a Kodak picture by our staff photographer, who with a number of others from 
the hospital went ever to Brooklyn to the wedding. They were on the way out of 
the church to the car (notice the burst of rice placing a halo on Eddie) and your 
correspondent called "Look around, Benny!" with the pleasing pin-up result you see 
here. 
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The Honor Roll of the First World Var, which was run in these pages a month 
ago, was from a record yellowed with years, and we have learned of at least one 
omission from it. Dr. William A. Downes was in the Army Medical Corps from October 
1918 until June 1919. The first three months he was chief of the Surgical Service 
et Camo Upton, Long Island. He was honorably discharged with the rank of Major. Dr. 
Downes, a consulting surgeon on the staff of this hospital, is a member of the class 
of 1895 at P. & S. We are grateful to Miss Genevieve Y. Egan, his secretary, for 
calling attention to the omission from this earlier Honor Roll, and for the inform- 
tion that Dr. Dowmes is living now in Newburgh, N.Y. 


Captain Irwin S. (Mike) Leinbach writes in from Ho Drew Field Regional Sta-~ 
tion Hospital, Office of Chief of Orthopaedic Section, Tampa 7, Florida, August 6, 
"Several months ago our hospital was also designated a Regional Hospital by the 
Surgeon-General. The staff has been increased and the bed capacity now is about 
1200, with 2 notential for about 1500 total admissions in an emergency. We are 
getting some oversees casualties for disposition and treatment. The hospital serves 
all of ‘Yestern Florida and area hospitals have been designated for orthopaedic con- 
sultations and clinics. Regular ‘rounds’ are mde to several satellite fields and 
travel is provided by air. On July 31 this year I was fortunate to be assigned as 
chief of the orthopaedic section with two assistants who are qualified to take Part 
I of their Orthopaedic Boards. Florida is a grand place to live if one likes a sub- 
tropical climate but I prefer the *seasons’ as experienced on the East Side of good 
old New York. ‘Je note with interest however that either the humidity is extremely 
high in New York or the heavy rains have leaked through the roof over the Monday 
morning conférence room as the Aug. lst edition states that Major Converse dripped 
in for a visit. I suggest that Mae Vests be provided to guests or that a dinghy be 
kept on hand for transportation.” This matter is being looked into by a committee, 
to report back later. 


Lieutenant Villiam Yankiver writes August 8 "Just a quickie in the event 
you are anxious as to my whereabouts. I'm somewhere in England. Not just anywhere, 
though. “te are setting up our hospital in one of the most beautiful and picturesque 
shires in England, more specifically on an English estate complete with manor-house 
and sumptuous stables. A few minutes ago our H.P.'s were busy herding off the post 
a large group of sheep that had invaded the area from one of the neighboring pas- 
tures. I was fortunate enough to have already made a trip to London this past Sun- 
day and was caught there during an alert. Heard a couple of Hitler's doodle-bugs 
strike in the distance. I consider myself very fortunate to have been sent here with 
this outfit. My best regards to all." 


Major Bill Stanek writes August 3 from Winter General Hospital, Topeka, Kan- 
sas, "From personal observation I can say that it is hot in Kansas in the summertime. 
There has been no change in my status other than that I am a little busier than I 
was about two months ago. The people who drift back here as patients tell me a good 
deal about my friends. Neil Garber contributed a fractured tibia the other day. I 
tried to sell a patient of Bob Patterson's on a slight change in treatment. We are 
still treating him the Patterson way and if I really went to change I think I will 
have to write to England for Bob's 0.K. About the only one of my close friends who 
hasn't sent anything here is Lowell Thomas. I presume that by the time they walk 
from the liiddle Hast they are all cured." 


Speaking of Bob Patterson, your acting editor has learned that Bob Ball, 
roentgenologist with Bob's hospital, has gone over via beach-head to France, and if 
the outfit has not been separated, Bob is probably getting an Ernie Pyle's eye view 
of the invasion. Both these officers are lieutenant-colonels. 
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The folloving is to Dr. Vilson from Captain Charlie Kincheloe, dated 
August 93 


"Just a line to let you know thet I an enjoying life in England and still 
quite interested in Goings at Re. &C. Meant to write you some time ago and then we 
“agan to get busy and I imagine you know whit that means. Ve get inte our. hospital 
around the micdlo of April and. I must Say 14’s a beautiful setup located ona big 
esvate and very well landscaped, Much to my arezoment I found Gon Dial a fow miles 
awey and we have had scererel meaatings, professional and otherwise, the otherwise 
belag some convenient pub where one can relax and growl cver the versime bser, Ly 
favorite in that line is the Boot Hotel, just over the hill ang where, I understand, 
rou sat.around the fire and discussed orthopedic problems with the local talent from 
tke nearby Aenes Hunt-Sir Robert Jones Hospital. I heve bsen over to thet rervellous 
institution many times and have come to know Mre Ryder Jones et al quite wall. He 
8 certainiv a busy man these days, being in cherge of all the rehabilitation pro= 
crams in England. They are having to take scme acute battle casualties in at the 
Lerwen teo and that has complicated his problems, He has certainly been nice to me 
exd has obtained many rationed items for my shop which I am proud to say hes been 
isbellec one of the best in the E.'s0. We can do anything exeept make braces which 
ol! sourse are not authcrized here by the Army. The prescribed procedure kere is to 
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senda your corrections awsy to some center and then walt a few months but I think we 


have beaten that bottlenack.. Right now I have my metal and shoe man working over at 
the Derwen which helps them out as well as instructs the boys. 


"Have met several men here who all spoke so highly of you - Mr, Hendry 
from Birmingham, Watson Jones, Mir, Nisbitt, ths resident surgeon end of course, lr, 
Fyder Jones. Had the opportunity of making rounds with Zatson Jones and watching him 
co his two stage hip fusion end a few other operations. Then he ceme over end in- 
Spected our hospital and seened quite pleased with our operating roors which indsed 
ure luxurious, These gencral hosvitals built vy the British are indeed well planned 
end equipned, My only complaint is that I can’t get one of the new American frac- 
ture tables that everyone else seems to have. Meant to get Don's when his outfit 
moved out but he got away too quick. 


Je have only been getting battle casualties since about the first of July - 
but how they have been coming in when we cid start filling up - something like a 
thousand in tea days and a great percentage only a few hours removed from the front 
without anything more than a first aid dressiag. Due to air evacuation, we were able 
to act as an evacuation hospital and it was a new experience but a rugged one for a 
while. It's truly remarkable, the aprearance of these wounds that hare had peni- 
cillin.. Not a fey of: the compound freetures can be closed secondarily under peni- 
cillin control but I hold my breath when I do it, However, most of the surgery here 
emounts to secondary closures, skin grefts, debridements and plasters. The big stuff 
will be after the war and there will be plenty of that for someone. 

"Haven't been dowm to London yet and right at present I don't think I want 
to go. There's no doubt about it - they are taking a rough pasting there. I think 
I will have to wait until after the war to see England what with the work here and 
travel what it is. 


"It's time to bring this lengthy epistle to a close so will do so without 
delay. Remember me to all at the hospital ond if you can find the time I would en- 
joy hearing from you, 
| Sincerely, 

Charlie Kincheloe” 
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Major Boyd A. Burkhardt, surgical service 1931, sends us a change of 
nddress indicating his return to this country from the Pacific areéa, He is now 
stotioned with the 14th Field Hospital at Camp Bowie, Texas. Weare glad to have 
your correct address, Major Burkhardt, but how about a letter giving us some of your 
experiences overseas? . 


Another surgeon of 1930, Donald D. Trantum, sends word that he is in the 
Army, @ Major, and his address.is U.S.A.H.S. John J. Meany, New York, New York. 


Lt. Vincent Turco, our most recent addition to the Honor.Roll, visited us 
on August 18th, He has completed basic training at Carlisle Barracks, Paes, and is on 
his way to Atlanta, Georgia, where: he expects to fird further orders from the 4th 
Service Gomuand. Turco looks very handsome in his uniform, says he likes the Army, 
and reports.the.loss of 15 pounds around the waistline. Medical Corps calisthenics 
must be growing more intense, 


A letter to Dr. Wilson from Harry Kirkland, somewhere in England, gives us 
@ new address, and we note from this address that congratulations are in order for. 
Lt. Colonel Kirkland's promotion from Major. Col. Kirkland says, "I have now grade 
vated to Chief of Medical Service of a general hospital, which is about as far as 
I'll go, I guess. A very nice outfit, too, and as far as I can see capable of good 
worke We hope to get across near the action soon, but there is quite | queue up 
ahead™, ! ; 


Ralph Rowen, who left us last winter to start practice in Chicago, writes 
Dr. Wilson that he has been doing considerable surgery at Cook County, Hospital. where 
he is on the Attending Staff, and it should interest the sixth floor girls to know 
that Ralph says he is taking good care of his wife (Arline Frank). 


We hear via the grapevine that Mal Stevens flew in from England a couple of 
weeks ago, and was known to be in the hospital on August 19th. Since Tommy Cannons 
one of our star reporters, is on vacation, no other news of Mal is available at the 
moment » 


Cpl. Eddie Collins who kept our elevators going from 1936 until his induce 
tion into the Army in September 1941, is the first member of our staff to write from 
France. Eddie wes one of our most popular employees and we are gled to have word 
from him and to note that congratuletions are in order on his promotion to Corporal. 
His letter, dated August 8th, says,"I receive my copy of the Record and Chronicle 
every month and want you to know I enjoy it very muche It*s nice to know what is 
being done at the hospital and what the boys and girls in the service are doing and 
where they ars. It°s a splendid idea, since it is the only way most of us have of 
keeping in touch with the hospital. I'm afraid I can’t tell you very much about 
myself since censcrship regulations are so strict. The work I am doing is very ine 
teresting and keeps me busy enough so that I don't have too much time to be thinking _ 
of New York and the good times I'm missing, for I’m sure there is still a good time 
to be had there. You also might be interested to know that I spent almost a year in 
England where I was until June of 1944, when I came over to France. I*m sorry not 
to be able to write you @ more interesting letter of what I have been doing and 
things I have seen, but the censor says "no". Best regards to everyone at the 


R. & Ce and hope to see you all before too long.” 


Further congratulations to Lowell Thomas who is now a Lieutenant-Colonel 
and our thanks to Mrs. Thomas for her interesting reply to our letter asking about 
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Lowell's activities. She writes from Indianapolis, August 26th, "Itve been a little 
tardy in replying, but this time procrastination paid dividends for I am now able to 
report that Dr. Thomas is eligible for the Club of Colonels, having been promoted to 
Lt. Colonel this month. It is now permitted to say that he has been stationed at 
Khorramshar, Iran, the port where Lend=~Lease supplies are unloaded for Russia. While 
they never see any actual battle casualties, they do keep busy, due to the natives’ 
unfortunate tendency to take their siesta on railroad tracks, or the middle of the 
road, or behind the wheels of a parked truck which later starts up and runs over thems 
This practice has netted the hapital many interesting cases, such as the one Col. 
Thomas sent a picture of to Dr. ‘Jilson recently. Perhaps Dr. Wilson would care te 
comment on the orthopaedic problem involved in that case » a spinal fracture ss com-~ 
plete and cataclysmic that the two pieces of the spine overlapped for e@ couple of 
inches. And still the patient lived ~ for 24 hours anyway. Swimming is one of the 
chief diversions during the torrid summer months (it gets up to 125° in the shade, 

and Lowell has never strained my credulity by telling me what it gets up to out in 
the sun). They held a big Inter-Allied Swimming Meet not long ago which the Ameri~ 
cans won handily (over the British and the Persians). To that victory Lowell con- 
tributed a third place in the breast stroke, That third place is not to be sneezed 
at, as the competition turned out to be bigtime college and Olympic stuff, and 
Lowell's own speed for the event was equal to that of his college days, thereby 
proving, to his own satisfaction, at least, that the senescence of the tropics hac 

not yet overcome him. Do any of your scouts know anything of the whereabouts of 

Bill Hudspeth, former student resident who graduated in 1942? When last heard of, 

he was at Camp Campbell in Kentucky, but subsequent overtures have brought ne responses 
He had acquired a wife while interning at Syracuse, his old friends at R & G my be 
interested to know. Lt. Col. David Sluss, who has been mentioned in your columns 

and who was also stationed in Persia, not far from Col. Thomas, was sent back to the 
States and spent some time this spring at his home here in Indianapolis. He knew 

Dr. Thomas well over there (though they did not know they were fellow R & & alumni 
until the Record & Chronicle told them so) and so wes able to give me a first-hand 
report on how things were going. He has since been assigned to a new numbered 

general hospital at Camp Barkley, Texas (in case he hasn't given you his new address), 
Have you commented on the mention nade of Dr. DeSanto in the book The Wounded Get Back? 
If you have, I missed it, and so was pleasantly surprised to come across his name 
while reading that very interesting account of Navy medicine in the Pacific. Thank 
you very much for keeping my name on your now lengthy mailing list. I enjoy reading 
the R & C almost as much &s Lowell does, and that's saying a good deal. Lowell is 

now rounding out two full years overseas and would feel much cut off from his old 
colleagues if it weren*t for your letters holding the R & C family together, 


As your substitute editor signs off after these two issues, he is glad to 
give this by-lind to Dr. F. E. Elliott of 122 76th Street, Brooklyn on whose offset 
press the first page was printed. Dr. Elliott has long been an active worker on 
behalf of the medical profession and for a long time was Chairman of the State 
Society Committee on Economics. fhe printing of this page together with two pages 
in the previous issue occasioned two very pleasant evenings at Dr. Elliott's home 
in Brooklyn. 


The paper goes back to its old management with the next issue. Thanks 
very much for your kind attention. It's been fun. 
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